Shock due to profound hypothermia and alcohol ingestion: report of two cases.
Cardiovascular failure (shock) associated with acute alcohol ingestion and severe hypothermia (core temperature 23 and 21 degrees C) was studied in 2 patients. In each case, perfusion failure was associated with lactacidemia, severe bradycardia, and agonal respirations. Infusion of fluids and mechanical ventilation reversed shock and prevented a fatal outcome. One case, complicated by renal failure and volume overload with pulmonary edema, was managed with peritoneal dialysis. These findings suggest that perfusion failure associated with severe accidental hypothermia after acute alcohol ingestion is due to a combination of hypovolemia, bradycardia, and respiratory depression.